INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Farm 10-300
(July 196%)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

STATE:

L Illinois ==~ |

COUNTY:

Cook

INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

FOR NP5 USE ONLY

~J
ot
=
ENTRY NUMBER DATE (o';
[}
@
" 'Chicago Public Library, Central Building &
AND/OR HISTORIC: _ E
7 locamion . T : b L e s e e g
STREET A4NC NUMBER: - ]
. 78 East Washington Street o
CITY OR TOWN: j B %'.;'
Chicago : : «
STATE , CODE CO‘-!NTY‘ CoDE !
t 1 -
oo Timeis  C [Tag Cook loz | §
[3. CLASSIEICATION B s el i ‘E
CATEGORY ' ACCESSIBLE o
STATUS Pl
{Check One) OWNERSHIP TATU TO THE PUBLIC E
[ District- X Building X1 Public Public Acquisition: {2] Qccupied Yes: g
[ Site - [_] Structure _D Private hl:‘ In Process [ Unoceupied KO Restrictad b
] Object [} Both [] Being Considered [ Preservation work [C] Unrestricted -
in D Ne b ]
progress
FRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) E-'
] Agricultural ” Xl Government [ Park 7] Transportation M Comments ‘ >
[ Commercial ] Industrial [T} Privaete Residence X1 Other (Specify) %
[} Educational 3 Military [ Religious Library 5
K Entertainment X Museum [C] Scientific B . ls'
l4. OWNER OF PROPERTY’ L ]
OWNER'S N AME: :
. ‘ . . >
City of Chicago -
STREET AND NUMBER: e E m
City Hall, 121 N. LaSalle Street 3
CiTY OR TCOWN: STATE: CODE S.
. ' : - ®
. Chicago . _ Illino e VAR
lSLOCATI{JN OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION R EE
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY GF DEEDS. ETC: n
) ) ) o
c ‘of D & Map Dept., Chicago City HEall  |§ ¢
STREET AND NUMBER: . C o . - C -
A <
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Chicago Illinois
=R B AT EQ:N_. iN _E‘*jl_S:TIN.G:ShRV.E ¥§. RN
TITLE OF SURVEY: 0
Bistoric American Buildings Survey =1
DATE OF SURVEY: g, + 1963 ! Federal 7] State 1 County ] Local ; %
CEPOSITORY FOR sunvg RECORDS: % z
X T
Library qf Congress ae
STREET AND NUMBER: 7 i
Q
z
CITY OR TGWN: STATE: CODE Y
. nUC- 11 ;E
—lashm -
m




[Z.bescripmion 0o e

(Check One)
CONDITION {0 Excellent {7] Good ] Fair ™) Deteriorated ] Ruins [0 Unexposed
{Check One) {Check One)
1 Altered m Unolrered . 7] Moved @ Originel Site

DESCRIBE THE FRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A late 19th cnetury monumental public building with a very handsome
neoclassical facade on three sides; a large solid stonemasonry edifice
in a combination of historical styles. Its most distinctive features
are the material, craftsmanship, and artistic design of the integral
decoration of the monumental public spaces.

The south end entry hall embraces a grand marble staircase of masasive
proportions rising the height of the building. This and the adjoining
third floor humanities room are extensively and intricately inlaid with
colorful mosaic, cosmati, and pelished stone.

Also of interest are the north staircase, the great reading rooms, and
the GAR memorial Hall and antercom. Rotundas in this room and the south
end Humanitiez room feature large and elaborate Tiffany favrile glass
domes,

Throughout the public spaces of the Library there are coffered ceilings
with rich decoration:in plaster relief, tooled or cast.

* S0 far as we area aware, none of the important decorative features
of the Library have been altered. The two large Tiffany Domea have

been shielded overhead with opaque roofing which does not allow sky-
lighting as originally intended. (this can be corrected).

The exterior is completely original, without change (except for
darkening from an urban environment). Inside, ther has been miner
alteration and adaptation of work spaces, and some windows have been
modified to permit opening of small sections.

Condition of the Ceatral Library Building is remarkably good and sound
for a building of ites age, with no visible deterioration.

Maintenance and repair have been satisfactory, thus keeping a
consistently good appearance inside and out.
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commission was by J. L. Holzer, a Tiffany associate who apparently started
the work under the aegis of Tiffany, but became independent in 1896. These
priceless artistic features would be difficult to remove and relocate, and
would be esmentially meaninglese if taken out of their present context., The
Grand staircase, of white Carrara statuary marble (with its mosaic inlays)
angles and curves rising to the top of the building, and a sight of mon-
umental grandur that cannot fail to impress the viewer.

As stated by the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the Library
"embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type in-
herently valuable for a study of a period of construction.™ It represents
the prevailing taste of its era, and is one of very few such monumental
public buildings remajining in this part of the United States, and the only
one pubstantially unaltered by remodeling. As such, it is an excellent
candidate for landmarks status. :

The Central Library is a product of Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge, a Boston
architectural firm of international prestige and reputation which also
designed the Art Institute. Chief design credit is with C.A. Coolidge,
of the firm*s Chicago Branch, and one of the foremost designers of the
academic school in monumental American Buildings.

Foundation engineering was by Gen. William Sooy Smith, historically
important as a Civil War bridge engineer, and represented a significant
architectural innovation. Smith successfully tackled the preoblem of
supporting massive buildings on Chicago's great depth of mud and clay
through the use of deep-driven log piles. Under the Library, Smith
employed the first known use of load-testing prior to supporting the
building. This technique was eminently successful, in that to this day
there has been no appreciable settling of the structure.

The Library Building, by virtue of an agreement with the Grand Army of the
Republic at the time of its construction, houses a museum of Civil War
mesmorabilia in a monumental room on the second floor, north end. This
museum is unique now in that it is the only war memorial left in Chicago
{other than statuary) that ie maintained in a City facility.

The land on which the Library stands is the site of the house of Chicago's
second civilain, Jean Baptiste Beaubien, who built there in 1817. In
1837-39 the plat was dedicated to public use by the fedeard government as
tDearborn Park®. It was the subject of a dispute when, prior to 1889 the
decision was made to allow the public library to build there.

With its irreplacesble, unique and artistic assets, and its place in the
history of mid-America,the Central Library Building is clearly a national
treasure which is deserving of recognition as a landmark in the National
Register of Historic Places.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Central Buildiag of the Chicago Public Library is a "landmark" in
the sense that it is a distinctive historical building in a metropolitan
commercial area and in a conspicous site, It is located at the northeast
corner of Grant Park, Chicago's famous downtown lakefront park which
forms a “cultural center' for the city, being circumscribed by some of
the city's most notable cultural institutions: the Field Museum, the
Shedd Aquarium, the Adler Planetarium, Roosevelt University, the Fine
Arts Building, Orchestra Hall, and the world famed Art Institute of
Chicago. The Library is the northernmost of these cultural assets. It
is one of the great public libraries built in the late 19th century, and
is comparable to the great New York and Boston libraries of the same
period.

The Library building is an important and historic aspect of the famous
akyline of Michigan Avenue., It is one of the oldest remaining structures
on the Avenue, and bing of low profile forms a welcome relief and a
needed horizontal foil to the predominantly vertical aspect of the wall
.of buildings west of Grant Park. It fits the scene appropriately, and

is historic in that it was the first permanent home of the Chicago Public
Library and has since served 75 years as the main library building in
Chicago.

The Library is a landmark in that it is old, monumental, familiar,
beautiful and beloved, and it is of immeasurable sentimental value to
the citizens of Chicago and to visitors from everywhere who have used
the building and have admired its magnificent artistic assets. Its
qualities of beauty, craftsmanship, and artisanry equal those of the
finest monumental buildings abroad which American citizens travel thous-
ands of miles to see.

There is national significance in the unique, elegant, and irreplaceable
mogsaic and glasswork by the famed House of Tiffany, and its associates.
These remarkabie and exciting artistic displays adorn the south end
Grand Staircase, Humanities Room, and north end rotunda. The elaborate
mosaic and cosmati has heen described as 'the largest and finest system
of mosaics in the medern world."

Basic design concept of the mosaics is attributed to Robert C. Spencer,
an early associate of Frank Lloyd Wright., ZExecution of the great
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